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would have to wait until her population was great enough to entitle
her to a representative under the current federal ratio. In effect, this
resubmitted Lecompton to the people; and English therefore felt it
would satisfy enough anti-Lecompton Democrats to obtain passage.
On the evening of the 19th English had perfected this plan, and he
took it to his Republican associate, Howard, so that he would be able
to discuss the matter in full committee next morning. At ten of the
morrow Seward and Howard came to the committee room and found
Stephens on the sofa. English kept them waiting an hour. When he
arrived the plan was read aloud, and Stephens from his sofa declared
it would do. Howard tried to amend it so that the Leavenworth consti-
tution might be submitted at the same election; this was refused. Then
Seward urged that the matter be postponed until he could confer with
Crittenden, who was more concerned even than he. The majority were
in a hurry, however, and said that it must be concluded at two o'clock
that afternoon. The committee then recessed, while Seward and Howard
hurried away to confer and to formulate their dissent.
The Republicans returned promptly at the time set, but their col-
leagues, despite their hurry, were not there. After waiting nearly an
hour Seward went to look for Green and finally discovered him. Green
seemed depressed. He answered Seward's inquiry by saying the majority
had decided not to report that day and did not know when they would.
Seward and Howard would be notified. What had happened ?34 The
Democratic conferees had suffered a shock. Hunter, Green, and Ste-
phens, on showing the formula to some of their colleagues, met a flat
refusal to support it. Southerners, even of the less violent type, like
Hammond of South Carolina, objected emphatically; they were not
willing to resubmit under any circumstances. For this reason the con-
ferees did not dare report on the 20th as they had planned.
The administration took a hand; Jacob Thompson doctored the
proposal with altered phraseology. On his advice, the committee changed
the voting formula. The ballot which would have read "For the proposi-
tion and admission" and "Against the proposition and admission" was
now to read "Proposition accepted" and "Proposition rejected." This
change, it was hoped, would satisfy some southern scruples against re-
submitting the question of admission under the Lecompton instrument